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This is one of a series of overview papers that are being prepared to inform discussion
on the preparation of the plan. These overview papers outline the main issues that
have been identified through work on the background papers. They will be amended
and expanded as the discussion and work develops and any comments on omissions
or corrections will be gratefully received.

Background papers are being prepared on the 8 community areas that make up
Neath Port Talbot and on specific themes such as housing. They will be available
from the LDP website www.npt.gov.uk/ldp.

How to contact the LDP team

1. Via the website; www.npt.gov.uk/ldp
2. Via email; ldp@npt.gov.uk
3. by telephone; 01639 686821
4. by letter

LDP team,
Planning Services,
Neath Port Talbot County Borough Council,
The Quays,
Brunel Way,
Baglan Energy Park,
Neath,
SA11 2GG

This document may be available on request in Welsh or in larger type font or other
formats; please contact us.

This paper will cover the themes identified below and summarises the key trends
and issues identified in the spatial background paper for the Neath Valley:

Population and social profile
Economy and employment
Access to facilities
Minerals, renewable energy and waste facilities

Unless otherwise stated the information is derived from the 2001 Census, either
collected directly from this source, or taken from the Neighbourhood profiles produced
in 2008 by NPTCBC.

The Neath Valley encompasses three wards: Glynneath, Blaengwrach and Resolven
which contain the settlements of Glynneath, Pontwalby, Cwmgwrach, Blaengwrach,
Abergarwed, Resolven, Melincourt and Clyne.
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2.1 Population

In 2001 the population of the Neath Valley was 8643 residents.

In each ward there is a higher percentage of the population than average for Neath
Port Talbot who are over the age of 60 hence there is an ageing population.
Conversely, there are fewer people in each ward aged 20 to 29. Blaengwrach has
a higher than average percentage of residents aged 16 and under.

According to the figures, despite having the smallest population in 2001, Blaengwrach
saw a slight increase in population between 2001 and 2005. Resolven and Glynneath
saw a fall in their overall population during this time contributing to an overall fall in
the population of the spatial area.

2.2 Ethnicity

The ethnic make up of the wards in the Neath Valley illustrates that like much of
Neath Port Talbot as a whole, Black and multi-ethnic groups are very much in the
minority.

2.3 Welsh Language

28.9% of the population over the age of three in Glynneath can read, speak or write
Welsh which is above average for the County Borough. The percentage of Welsh
speakers in Blaengwrach and Resolven is lower and below average for the County
Borough.

2.4 Health

All of the wards in the Neath Valley have a lower percentage of people suffering from
a limiting long term illness than average for the County Borough. This is reflected in
people’s perception of their health with only Blaengwrach having an above average
percentage of residents who describe their health as not good.

2.5 Housing

There are an above average number of pensioner households and pensioners living
alone in the Neath Valley. Blaengwrach has more lone parent households with
dependent children.

There are a higher percentage of owner-occupiers in Resolven and in Blaengwrach
and Glynneath an above average number of residents are housed in rented
accommodation.

Both Blaengwrach and Resolven have a slightly above average number of households
without central heating.

The Neath Valley has seen fairly limited housing development in recent years with
10 large sites developed during 2005/06 and 2006/07. Housing development has
focused on smaller sites with sites developed every year.
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2.6 Economy and Employment

Two important industrial estates are located within the Neath Valley, Glynneath
Business Park which is comprised of a number of small units predominantly for starter
businesses, and the Vale of Neath Business Park in Resolven. The Vale of Neath
Business Park is a large employer and is home to TRW, an automotive supplier, and
a number of other companies and is identified in the UDP as a key employment site.

In all wards, a higher percentage of the population are unemployed or looking after
home/family than average for the County Borough and the percentage of the
population who are permanently sick or disabled is below average. In Resolven there
are a higher percentage of retired people.

Unemployment rates in Blaengwrach and Glynneath decreased from June 2004 to
June 2008. In Resolven unemployment increased significantly from June 2004 to
June 2005 and then steadily declined from June 2005 to June 2008. In June 2008
all wards in the Neath Valley had higher rates of unemployment than average for
Neath Port Talbot and for Wales.

In all wards an above average percentage of the population are employed as process
plant and machine operators, in personal services or, with the exception of Resolven,
in skilled trades. An above average percentage of the population in Blaengwrach
and Resolven are also employed in elementary occupations and in Glynneath above
average numbers are employed in associate professional and technical roles.

In all wards, (and in Blaengwrach and Glynneath, in particular) above average
numbers are employed in agriculture, hunting and forestry and in manufacturing
(particularly in Blaengwrach and Resolven), although the percentage is still low. In
Glynneath and Blaengwrach above average numbers are employed in construction
and in Glynneath more are employed in education and health and social work.

2.7 Communities First Areas

None of the communities in the Neath Valley are designated as Communities First
Areas.

2.8 Index of multiple deprivation

Glynneath 1 is in the top 50% of the most deprived LSOAs in Wales for 7 out of the
8 indicators of multiple deprivation (with the exception of physical environment). For
four of these indicators it is in fact in the top 25% (income, employment, health and
education) and it is ranked 24th overall for NPT.

Blaengwrach lies in the Upper middle quartile (between 25-50% most deprived)
overall and for the separate indicators of income, education and employment. Similarly
Resolven 1 is between the top 25% and 50% most deprived wards overall and for
all the separate indicators. Resolven 2 is between the top 25-50% most deprived for
the measures of income, employment, health, access to services and physical
environment.
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3.1 Services and facilities

3.1.1 Retail and Banking

Glynneath is the main service centre for the Neath Valley and contains a wide variety
of retail establishments with a combination of both convenience food stores, for
example Tesco Express, Co-operative and Premier, and more specialist stores for
example a butchers, hairdressers, solicitors and antiques shop. As a centre Glynneath
will also provide facilities and services for residents within the wider Neath Valley
area but it faces increasingly severe competition from larger retail centres for example
Neath, Swansea and Aberdare and also from out of town shopping, especially for
bulky and comparison goods.

A range of retail establishments are provided in Resolven which is served by a
convenience food shop, a Cost Cutter, two hairdressers, a Post Office and more
specialist stores for example a hardware store and a confectioners. Conversely retail
facilities are very limited in Blaengwrach as residents are served by one convenience
shop, a Spar, and a Post Office. These local shops are a valuable resource for the
local communities and also help to reduce the need to travel further afield to meet
day to day needs.

There are a number of high street banks and ATMs in Glynneath and three cash
machines in Resolven. There are no banking facilities in Blaengwrach except those
provided by the Post Office.

3.1.2 Education

There are primary schools in the three wards and Glynneath is also served by a
nursery. The bilingual Welsh primary school serving the valley is located in Glynneath.
The nearest secondary school is located at Llangatwg in Neath and the nearest
Welsh-medium secondary school is located in Ystalyfera in the Swansea Valley.
Glynneath Training centre, which is located in the centre of Glynneath, provides a
variety of training courses to degree level and facilities include a computer suite, art
centre, cyber café and a nursery. Satellite centres, which offer a more limited range
of classes and courses, in the Neath Valley are; Blaengwrach Community Centre,
Clun Primary School, Resolven Community Centre, Resolven Church Hall, Glynneath
and Resolven libraries and Resolven Integrated Children’s Centre.

Glynneath and Resolven both house a local library and the three wards are served
by the mobile library services.

3.1.3 Health facilities

Health provision within Neath Port Talbot is moving from individual GP, dental and
other provision to combined Primary Health Care Facilities. Currently, health facilities
for the Neath Valley are provided by the two health centres in Glynneath (The Vale
of Neath Practice and a community health centre Glynneath Practice), and the local
branch in Resolven. There is a dentist and optician in Glynneath and pharmacies in
both Glynneath and Resolven.

| 5

Key data Neath Valley



3.1.4 Leisure and Recreation

Sports and Leisure facilities serving the Valley focus on the Vale of Neath Leisure
Centre which contains formal sports provision including a swimming pool, fitness
suite and sports hall.

The Neath canal is a valuable recreational resource that has been restored from
Resolven to Glynneath. In addition there are areas of forestry land and a number of
waterfalls which are used recreationally by residents of the Neath Valley and as
tourist attractions. The ponds at Rheola are also an important resource as a wildlife
sanctuary.

The Brecon Beacons National Park’s “Waterfall Country” is located to the north of
Pontneddfechan and is an important leisure and tourism destination.

There are a number of community centres and places of worship in Glynneath,
Blaengwrach, Resolven and along the B4434 which serves the communities of
Melincourt and Clyne.

3.1.5 Open Space and Sports Facilities

There are areas of open countryside surrounding the wards, which are linked to the
built up areas by public rights of way. The majority of residents within the communities
have access to sport facilities for example rugby and football pitches, however, due
to the population that these facilities serve there is a deficit in provision. The majority
of residents in Blaengwrach and Resolven are within easy reach of areas of informal
recreation and there are children’s play areas located in each of the wards.

Assessment of individual ward areas can suggest that there is sufficient or inadequate
provision compared with the standards in the UDP, however, when considering these
results it is necessary to take into account that some areas may be served by facilities
in nearby wards. Preparation of the LDP provides an opportunity to consider whether
the provision serving communities is sufficient or can still be improved.

Within the Neath Valley, efforts are being focused on developing ‘green tourism and
recreation’ including the use of forest, Neath canal and lakes at Rheola. The Valleys
Strategy emphasises water-based tourist activity in this Valley, linking paths and
water features.

3.2 Highways and Access to a private car

The A465 passes up the Neath Valley linking the M4 to the Heads of the Valleys
area, the Midlands and providing easy access to the communities in the Neath Valley
from Neath itself.

Car ownership levels in Glynneath and Resolven are slightly lower than the average
for Neath Port Talbot with over 31% of residents not having access to a car or van.
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3.3 Travel to work

As a result of people increasingly commuting or travelling further to reach jobs,
shopping, leisure and entertainment the lack of access to a car and dependency on
the availability of public transport can become more of an issue and in some cases
lead to social isolation.

Despite the below average car ownership levels the percentage of the population
who travel to work by public transport is below the County average for all three wards.
Blaengwrach has the highest percentage of the population who travel to work by car.
Resolven has the highest percentage of the population who travel by foot/cycle,
substantially higher than the County Average, which can be explained by the fact
that over 26% of the population work within 5km of their home.

3.4 Public transport

The communities in the Neath Valley are served by a number of bus services
operating a Glynneath-Neath and Glynneath-Swansea route. FromMonday-Saturday
there is a service every 30minutes to both Neath and Swansea which passes through
the Neath Valley and an hourly service to Neath on a Sunday. The first service on a
Sunday does not however leave Glynneath until 12:17pm and there are no direct
services to Swansea.

In addition stagecoach operates a service every 30 minutes from Monday-Friday to
Aberdare, while a passenger rail service links Aberdare with Cardiff.

Dulais Valley Community Transport is the main provider of community transport
within the Neath Valley.
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4.1 Mineral and aggregate resources

Coupled with the Dulais Valley, the Neath Valley is the stronghold for the coal industry
within the County Borough. The coal resources (anthracite) to the north of the Authority
are recognised of being of high quality and the coal has been mined extensively
within the area for many years and has contributed significantly to the creation and
sustenance of many of the valley communities.

A total of five opencast sites are located on the hillsides above the settlements of
Glynneath, Blaengwrach and Cwmgwrach – their current status being:

Nant y Mynydd Forest: coaling completed / restored / in aftercare;
Nant y Mynydd Surface: coaling completed / restored / in aftercare;
Selar: coaling anticipated to be complete by September 2009 / western flank
restored;
Bwlch Ffos: coaling completed / restoration in process; and
Nant y Glo: coaling and restoration completed / aftercare underway.

Three deep mines also exist – Aberpergwm Mine / Unity Mine / & Forest No3.

Potential sand & gravel reserves at Pentreclwyda have been identified through a
desk based study sponsored by theWelsh Assembly Government.Whilst the reserves
have not been proven, the UDP has identified a safeguarding area in order to protect
the area from development that would either sterilise or hinder the extraction of the
potential mineral resources.

4.2 Renewable Energy

The Council has identified areas in which wind farms should be located, in response
to WAG policy, which includes the area surrounding Glynneath. In 2007 consent was
granted for a 37MW wind farm on Hirfynydd ridge between Seven Sisters, Onllwyn
and Glynneath. There is some scope for further development with the Authority’s
Wind Turbine Interim Planning Guidance.

4.3 Waste

There is one ELV / Scrap Yard / Metal Reprocessing facility located in the Neath
Valley. Planning permissions has been granted for a treatment facility at Mas Gwym
between Onllwyn and Glynneath.
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5.1 Air quality and noise pollution

Air quality and noise have not been identified as problems.

5.2 SSSIs and areas of nature conservation

CwmGwrelych and Nant Llyn Fach Streams to the South of Pontwalby and Glynneath
are designated Sites of Special Scientific Interest and cover an area of 35.74ha
(SSSI). The Coedydd Nedd a Melte SSSI and Special Area of Conservation lies to
the north of Pontneddfechan and extends into the Brecon Beacons National Park.

5.3 Built Heritage

The site of the Glynneath Woollen Mill in Glynneath is a registered Conservation
Area and Rheola is a designated Historic Park and garden. In addition there are a
number of listed buildings and ancient monuments in the Neath Valley, the majority
of which are located in Glynneath.
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